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I KNOW THAT, 
INFECTIA, BUT YO 
SAID EXCEPT FO! 
THAT, 1'0 BE LIKE 
A MUTANT. AND I 
WAS ONLY DOING... 


a 1% 


HONESTLY... -I DID. 


TELL YOU IT WOULDN'T 


LAST FOREVER, HAROLD. 
LJUST DIDN'T TELL YOU Jf ANOTHER ONE. 


THAT YOU WOULDN'T. 


LATER, MERE BLOCKS AWAY, 
REPORTERS CROWP ONTO A If 
RUN-DOWN MANHATTAN 
PIER, EAGER TO HOLO AN 
IMPROMPTU PRESS 
CONFERENCE. 


IN ITS HULL 

NEARLY DE- 

STROYED THE 
CITY! 


(S \T TRUE THAT 


CAN WE GIVE OUR THE C/7TY HAS : : 

READERS THAT SOME- } THREATENED i 

THING LIKE THAT A SUIT FOR HOW DO you 

WON'T HAPPEN ANSWER PEOPLE 
WHO SUGGEST THAT 


AGAIN? : 
oy ‘ \ KA X-LACTOR MEANS WELL, 
BUT THAT YOU MUTANTS 
HAVE CAUSED MORE 


K-FACTOR'S MISSION IS TO 


WHY, WE TELL THEM THAT WW”... JUST LIKE AS 
YOU CAN'T BLAME XFACTOR NONE oF you | BEC EST INE GROTHERCOD 


LAW-ABIDING AM: 
Rdeor ters wou | PLMAMS AND Mu7AW7s FROM 
{ WANT To BE HELD 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE ACTIONS OF 
THE MAD SERIAL 
SUBWAY- 
SNIPER! 


FOR THE ACTIONS OF A 
FEW EW/L MUTANTS... 


\F PROTECTIONS 
YOUR GAME, WHY 
HAVE INSURANCE 
RATES SHOT SKY 
HIGH ALL OVER 
THE City..-? 


MY_SOURCES SAY 
THAT THEY WILL 
CONTINUE TO RISE 
AS LONG AS THAT 
SHIP REMAINS HERE! 


CAN 
HANDLE IT... 
RIGHT, BEAST? 


A\\ 


HERE, FELLA, 

LET ME GIVE 

YOU A HAND! 
» 


THAT SHIP OF 
YOURS PARTICIPATED 


IN THE DES7TRUCTY 
RE eMail dé 
ICEMAN. 


ALL THOSE ACTionS 
WERE TOTALLY 


»- FACTOR SAVED 
Me FROM BONDAGE 
7 ...AND CEATRIN 


AND THAT MEANS 1 
SERVE HUMANITY 
INTERESTS AS WELL. 


(T SUNK A 


TUG. SNAMPED 
THE SWORELINE. 
CONTAINED A 
BOMB WHICH 


COULD HAVE 
DECIMATED 
THE CITY. 


YOUR OWN WEIGHT 
COLLAPSED THAT 
PIER... WHICH 


CONTAINED STRUC- 
TURAL DAMAGE DUE 
TO NAST AGE, 


THE SHIP'S 
INTELLIGENT, 
ALL RIGHT! 


Bay SPENT MY TIME 


INTERVIEW- 


‘ ING S74 


--- 10 FAEE THE PEOPLE OF THIS 
GAEAT CITY FROM Any conceEAN 
THAT MY PRESENCE HERE 
MIGHT PRESENT A DANGER. 


PY YET WE ALL ARE 
CLEARLY awane 
OF THE... EANOUS- 
NESS...my PRESENCE 
B| Ano Vast size 


Aano,To REASSURE 
EVEAWONE, my New 
SA MASTERS ARE GOING fam 
Aj TO MONE Me OUT , 
4 OVER THE ATLANTIC 
ace 


COMPANY, HONEY. 
THEY CAN DO 
ANYTHING 
THEY WANT. 
BUT TELL ME, ( 
SWEET, WHY WOULD 
A CUTEAITTLE 
THING LIKE YOU 
MINO (IF THEY 


MOVED THAT 
SHIP OR NOT? 


BECAUSE... 
1 WANTIT! 
I-- ‘ EWEEe 


W) 


B. 


Zz 


Ph 


YOu NEED 
THAT BIG OLE 
SH/P?.NHAT WOULD 
A CUTE LITTLE THING 
LIKE YOU WANT WITH 
A BIG OLE SH/P 
LIKE THAT? 


WHAT 
WOULD You 
DO IF _YOu HAD 
ALL THOSE 
MUTANTS: 
POWER? 


Y, HONEY... 
HAD THEIR 


SHIP... FOR 
LITTLE ME? 
WH 'S 


COME HOME WITH 
ME ..-SO WE 
CAN Discuss 


IN 
PRIVATE...7 


Gong 


f a 
COSTUME, [| WHO 
MARVEL DOES HAVE YOu 
YOUR ACCEPTED 
HAIR? | 
You 


INSULTING 
QUESTIONS ? 


ABSOLUTELY NOT! THOUGH fe 10 HUMAN 
Gf ONE More A: ZR) many BtocKs on my a MAY ENTER my 
S\_Picture N JA\| systems Have Been enviaons. 


| REMOVED, THIS ONE 
REMAINS 


ANO WeAE YOU A CARO 
canes MUTANT, MA 


MURPHY, OU WOULD 
STILL BE EReLupE y 


THAT... GAR: 

ANDO /CEMAN AND 

AHANK'RE STILLOUT 
THERE, EATING 


YOU GET YOUR 
TRAINING? 


HOW ONG 
ARE YOU? HOW 1-.-I GOTTA 
MUCH WEIGHT GO, TOO.-- 
CAN YOU i 
PRES: 


BEAST... 


OUGHTA TOLE 
EVERYBODY. 


: ros S 777 HEY, FELLA. 
POZIA7S AT HANK a | & 


ER JDENTHIED TOP HAT 
YOU. PLEASE... WE VERTIS \ MAKES YOU 


LOOK REAL 
Leable esa? DISTINGUISHED ~ 


W 


YEAH. £LZK'S 
CONVENTION! 
OLD LADY AIN'T 
EXPECTIN' ME 


WE HEARD 
ABOUT NEW 
ORK 
PRICES! 
AROUND 
ERE, THEN? 
OH... THAT 


! WITH 

THAT | BLOOMIN' 
MILL/ION- 

HEIRESS. 


HIS MONEY. 


= 


OF COURSE, 
I DROPPED 

RIGHT OUT 
OF HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


AND I WAS 
REAL LUCKY. 


Y MY BACK- 


CALL ME 
INFECTIA, 


+g-WE GOTTA 77_TH- TH-W AND NOW, ON A MORE &7... Hi 

GET THIS SHIP TH-THAT'S | SERIOUS NOTE, THE [ff WHEREVER 

MOVIN‘ NOW. ALL, MYSTERY WOMAN WHO uf YOU ARE, 

SO AS OLD FOLKS. / PERISHED WITH THE AMERICA'S I Wish YOU 
X-MEN¥ HAS STILL HEART- 


TO BE IDENTIFIED... STRINGS... 


TO SAyY-- 


SLAST TALL! 

WAY OS THEY 

KEEP PLAYING 
THAT TAPE ? 


EM, I ISTED : Hi 

AT WE HAO TO STUPIO PRESS 
Qader TO AVERT JAMA SND WHEN WE 
POSSIBLE PANIC. L! d r-4 


ME.-- WHAT 
\S THE 


MATTER, 
WITH YOU? 


e "VO WAY. AT LEAST, NOT “SY 
WERE @ QUITE, AND, SCOTT You & 
3 (AT? qm THOUGHT SHE WAS ALREADY 
WAS DYING IN BATTLE DEAD, THAT SHE'D BEEN 
WITH THE X-MEN, DEAD FOR MONTHS..- 


¥ 
EVER SINCE 
WE WERE 


(FF 


9 ‘ 


2-2 ANO NOW, 
EVERY TIME L 
LOOK AT YOU, IT'S 
AN ACCUSATION 

a “OF MY GUILT 


S50 AM 
SILVER-TONGUED 
DEVIL OR WHAT? 


WHAT /S IT WITH YOU, 
BOBBY? YOU ACTUALLY 
LIKE TALKING TO THOSE 
FOOL REPORTERS? 


HANK’S 


A_FEW EXTRA BRAINS'‘D NOT DOING SO BAD. SHIP, AREN'T YOU 

DO WONDERS FOR HIS I ALWAYS THOUGHT, READY TO MOVE. 

ROMANCE WITH TRISH AROUSING A WOMAN'S YET? COME OW/LET'S 
MOTHERLY \NSTINCTS 


TRILBY.--\F THAT'S A 


GET THIS SHOW ON 
WHAT IT IS. WOULD-- THE ROAD! 


WHILE ATOP A WAR. NOW, LISTEN...YOU WITLL WEAR ALL RIGHT, 
HOUSE NOT FAR Away--|[ ESPECIALLY,GREG.THE” OFF.--AND EVERYBODY NO THANKS, 

. POWER I'VE GIVEN YOU “THE MORE OFFS THIS Benet. we oe 

GNI CET. SEATS RIGHT 


MAKES YOU K/NG YOu USE\T, 
FOR A DAY. DANGERO: 


N/; 


YOU TO, OKAY, 
MIKE? 


HOOLIGANS 
OUT OF 


TROUBLE, 
AY? 


REMEMGER... LR REMEMBER 
YOU ALL PROMISED 222 YOU WON'T 4 } 
Me YOU'D GET ME THAT HEY, YoU KIDS. 
SUIP.. .T'M COUNTING TRISH AN! MERE 
ON YOu To KEEP YouR Saat A MERE 
MA PROMISE. AFTER ALL, WATCH. YOU 
TL KEPT M/W E. WANNA COME?, 


[A KNOW..-THEY GOT 
ID O' ME OFF THE SHIP 
‘CAUSE I GOT DUMB AN’ 
THEY WERE SCARED I'D J 
MAKE A MESS OF (T 
LIKE YOU SAID ON 
TV AN'-- 


BETTER TA 
DO wiTH YOUR 
LIPS. 


7 


OTT-- WA Y--2? WHY 


COTT, = THEY’R 
: YSU Ree y Earsred- y : —< ATIACONG! 
y . é ) = 
ireeitie Tistles? ; 


y ‘EY! BA 
OFFS eee 'S 
MWMAIN MAN! 


WHAT YOu pence. 
MANAGED TO BE- 
COME POUL 
MIS 


/ THe Hise ' 
»ACKS, 
Ano Ee. 


HANK-- LOOK . 
THERE! SOMEONE'S 
71 ATTACKING THE 
SHIPS \NHAT 
IULD WE -- 


AS GOOD A 
NAME AS ANY, 
zy 


HORSE- 
MAN OF 
APOCALYPSE. 


THERE'S... NOTHING TO 
: YOU'RE SO G 
SAID SHE'D LEARNED THA HODG Koprnncawe 
A ANO > 
GET! 
Vy 


i OOD 
WO TO- 
HER-- 


GOT WORD THAT 
SHE'D GONE OUT 
OF TOWN. 


WHAT'RE You 
OIN'..- HURTIN' 


——— ; 
2 vd } 
HE'S NOT MOVING. WHAT HAVE THERE WAS A PLANE 
fi 


YOU DONE TO H OU MONSTER? PoP THE WORTH 


LANTIC. 
S'OKAY, TRISH, NO YF REPORTED K/LLED.*, 
POISON..-ON 


wy / ‘ 
re ALL RIGHT. 


fil 


fA D, 
i" as * TT KI 
te 7 TO FIND O 
sa 


IOULON'T IT, a 
AAS. TRILBY 2 


[ PRETTY DUMB oF me... ¥ IF You’RE DUMB, THEN 
JUMPIN' TWAT GuY WITH ) THE REST OF THE WORLO 
\S_AY BARE HANDS... SHOULD TRY IT FOR A 
ae Q (Le. 


you sHoutpa_ \ eS. 


SEEN ME.-- WHEN ) q TALK ABOUT 
T WAS SMARZ. r DUMB/ ALL TH 

- : ’ "XCITEMENT... 
: » ~ WE FORGOT 


ABOUT 


(T'S GOING AH..-NO--DOW'T! 
JO BEMINE... GENTLY..-GENTLY...! 
I JUST ANOW T WANT TO OWN A 
IT 1S! SHIP,YOD FOOLS! 
NOT A PILE OF 
SCRAP! 


SCOTT'S FIGHTING A .2-NO ONE SO WHY DOT 
NOW...ON Agromaric Cp EVER TAUGHT Y \d EXCUSE? I USED TO )P ATTACK HIM. 
ly --- HE'S F/WE..-THE Z AN 


HIM TO BE yi 
PERFECT WARRIOR. CLOSE, THEY 4) 


TAUGHT HIM 
TO F/GHT. JYiag 


ty SERATE HiM- 
L ACT AS BAD 


TWISTED BY 
XAVIER'S AMBITION. 
SCOTT WAS AN 


SUCCESS 
MONSTERS ?, 


\ 


ANDO I GOT MORE He 
POWER THAN TH’ 
LECTRIC COMPANY, 
TV Too! ZY 


= YZ LOOK... THAT'S 
a Lt? NOT GONNA STOP MMe! 
(M KU R 
Wa // WER ae < 
V D 
& 
.\ 


eee \E, 7 Ar? 


\ ® 


JEOULLENIAOUCE TINS 


ITEM: You wouldn't think that annihilating a 
major U.S. city would create such a stir . 
When word of Pittsburgh's impendii de- 
struction in the New Universe's THE PITT 
Bookshelf Edition leaked oul, the Marvel of- 
fices were stormed with interested and in- 
dignant inquiries from the various media of 
the doomed city (doomed in the New Uni- 
verse, anyway!). It started with radio station 
WXXP, and eventually The gp al 
Press, the Pittsburgh t-Gazette, 
Park 's The Globe, WTAE radio, and 
even KDKA television interviewed the vari- 
ous creative parties responsible and ran ar- 
ticles or segments about the tragedy. What 
the Pittsburgh area media wanted to know 
was: “Why us?” We tried to explain that the 
obtiteration of America’s ost iveable City 
was a dramatic rowth of the ongoir 
storyline in STAR ‘BRAND, but they pe | 
less than satisfied. However, when we 
ele out that the three creative types who 
ainstormed the idea of Pittsburgh's de- 
mise, New U editor Howard Mackie, and 
writers John Byrne and Mark Gruenwald, 
are “kited” in the very same issue that 
Pittsburgh is, they were a bit more mollified. 


> 


Thanks go to Kelly O'Toole of the Greater 
Pittsburgh Office of Promotion for helping 
us get our side of the story out, and to the 

the greater Pittsburgh area for 


Bag wn 


such sports about your fictional nuk- 


Editor on: AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, MARVEL 
AGE MAGAZINE, MARVEL TALES, SPEC- 
TACULAR SPIDER-MAN, SPIDER-MAN COM- 
1CS MAGAZINE, WEB OF SPIDER-MAN, AND 
WHAT THE —?!, a new humor comic in the tradi- 


tio: ‘NOTBRAND posts 
Marvel freelance 
SPIDEY SUPER STORIES, 


(peetk enen 


© DAREDEVIL #255 
O WEST COAST AVENGERS #33 
O Gl. JOE SPECIAL MISSIONS #11 


SOLO AVENGERS #7 
STRANGE TALES #15 

ALPHA FLIGHT #59 

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #301 
THE NEW MUTANTS #64 

THE INCREDIBLE HULK #344 
MARVEL TALES #212 

O THE AVENGERS #292 

CONAN THE BARBARIAN #207 
G.1. JOE #72 

O THE PUNISHER #9 


fa), THE TRAN 


ITEM: We're in the midst of preparing a pro- 
tusety-itustrated “coffee table” book telling 
the niglory of Marvel Comics trom the 19308 
to the present for publication in late '88. Un- 
fortunately, our archives don't contain 
everyitead we'd ed to herp bless 
le're cn paral interested in un- 
i covers; uninked, penciled seal 


Marvel artists; pretiminary 


‘etches for Marvel characters; and 
Photos of the Marvel offices and staff. If you 
should happen to have such collector's 
pieces in your collection, we'd like to ar- 
range to copy them so they can be included 


story in SPIDER-MAN AND THE POWER PACK 
Child Abuse tion comic, THE A-TEAM, 
ORMERS, THE INHUMANIODS, 
THE VISIONARIES, KOOL-AID MAN, QUIK 
f’ BUNNY, and many more that even | won't admit 


to. 

My hobbies are: Non-existent. 

The le work of which | am most proud Is: 
FICIAL_MARVEL COMICS TOILET 
PAPER sti THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 
and THE INCREDIBLE HULK. If poopie < con 
rh the story they knew what they could 


, MARVEL AGE MAGAZINE crusading against 

this And | promise each and every 

one of you that | won't rest until this long national 

nightmare is over. 

My place of birth is: The same as most Marve! 

Universe characters — Manhattan. 

My greatest ishment outside the 
6 fleld ig: Finding an affordable apart- 

ment near my place of birth. 

My oddest habit is: Waking up at 6:00 AM three 

leader are 

they laughingly call the “Joy of Movement.” 

if they were making a movie of my life, I'd like 


CEI US 


O SILVER SURFER #12 

O THE UNCANNY X-MEN #230 

O MARVEL FANFARE #38 

O THE FANTASTIC FOUR #315 

CO IRON MAN #231 

O THOR #392 

O CLASSIC X-MEN #22 

0 bas SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN 


139 
O TRANSFORMERS #41 
O X-FACTOR #29 
O THE 'NAM #19 


MARVEL BOOKSHELF 
OC SIX FROM SIRIUS Trade Paperback 


in the book. Write us in care of Mark Gruen- 
waid. History will thank you. 

ITEM: One of comic fandom's re cue 
lation weekly newspapers, The Comics 
Buyer's fe, is holding their annual Fan 
Awards to determine your favorite writer, 
Penciler, inker, ist, letterer, editor, 
‘story, character and a whole slew of other 
faves. If you would like to make your favor- 
ites known, re me of this month's 
MARVEL GAZINE for the official 
ballot, or fill out one of your own according to 
the rules below. Tell them Marvel sent you! 


to see rt by: Jerry Lewis. At least 
theyid love tin fae ean 
The reason 


brie 
x 
os 
2 
y 
5 
2) 
2 


People who knew me in High Schoo! thought 
1 was: The luckiest guy in the world to already be 
working at Marvel. 
My favorite are: Starr, Merv 
Grittin, Alice Cooper, Buster xter, Lassie, 
Captain Ki 100, Jack Benny, Bob , Will 
jam Powell, Myrna Loy, Carole Lombard, Marie! 
‘ / ss and many, many 
mor 
The leat book | read was: SLAVES OF 
NEWY' if 


Tama Janownz. 
The last 5 movie | saw was: SNOWWHITE 


AND THE SEVEN DWARFS 

The influences on my work include: 
Stan Lee, Jim Shooter, and Warhol. 

My greatest unfultitied ai in the com- 

les ts: To make AMAZING SPIDER-| MAN 


thing {eblly want the world to know 
about me is: That Glenn and Dwight 
Jon Zimmerman do all my work. 


O THE PUNISHER AND DAREDEVIL 
Trade P: pe peered rasenting from 
DAREDEVIL #8 182-184. len and pen- 
cited by Frank Miller and inked by Klaus Jan- 


on. 64 pages. 

0 CLOAK & DAGGER GRAPHIC NOVEL: 
“PREDATOR AND PREY” — Cloak finally 
diecovers the reason for hie insatiable hunger 
for light. Written by BHI Mantlo, penciled by 
Larry Stroman, and inked by Al Willlamson. 

MARVEL MAGAZINES 


O SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN #148 

O MARVEL AGE MAGAZINE #63 

O) G.I. JOE COMICS MAGAZINE #10 

(1) CONAN SAGA #13 

O THE OFFICIAL MARVEL COMICS 
WDEX TO THE AVENGERS #6 


O Poor yA 
LITTLE Guy. 
AES NAAT" 

IMPORTANT. 


& WAS 
WN TO ME... 
HIS FYRS7, NS 
OLDEST LOVE! 
ANO MADELYNE 
DIDN'T EVEN FIGHT 
TO KEEP HIM. 


OULD - 

FOUGHT. 5 
LM _ XAVIER'S 
CONSTRUCT, TOO! 22 


AND WHERE 


ADVENTURING 
WITH THE 
X-MEN. 


| by / 
P 


ALL THIS / 


‘ 


YW BY VWLLAWS... 
LIKE THESE \ 
MONSTERS! JR \\ 
SJ Wm staemne § 
< 10 MAZE 
X \\ 
\ 


7 YOU'RE NOT RESPONSIBLE! 1] I THINK... SHE'S Peacry- FIZZ HELP You 
NORMAL PEOPLE DON'T DO )| cazzy A MONSTER FIND YOUR SON 
«-- AWY OF THAT, THEY WERE J | HERSELF...OR MAYBE y ...YOU JUST TRY 
UNCER SOME KIND OF JUST A JERK OR ANO'S70P 

SPELL..-OR-- MAYBE SHE'S Men <| 
But, Scott... 


CRAZY. 

DON'T LET HER 
REACH BEYOND 
THE GRAVE AND 

TORTURE YOU 
INTO MAKING 

YOURSELF 

CRAZY, TOO. 


THEY 
WEREN'T 
MONSTERS. 


SCOTT, 
you're ‘A RA 
WONDERFUL OFF BY SOME THAN COME 
MAN. THE A MONSTER... TAKEN, TO YOU 

8ES7. ANYWHERE... & FOR HELP. 


SHE'S NOT WORTH 

RUINING YOUR 44FE (ceman, i Hue HAVE 

FOR. NOT WHEN AAAIVED SAFELY, 

YOU'VE GOT SUCH AT OUA DESTINATION. 

IMPORTANT THINGS EAHAPS | SHOULD 
TO OO WITH IT. NFOAM THE OTHERS.. 


YA KNOW, SHIP, 
I THINK FOR NOW, 
THE BEST THING 
WE 8O7H CAN DO 
A 1S SHUT UPS 


\F I WANT THAT SHIP, 
I'M JUST GOING TO 
HAVE TO GET IT 

FOR MYSELF. 


I GUESS IT's 

TO BE EXPECTED. 
I MADE THEM THE 
BEST I COULD, 
BUT THEY SIMPLY 
DON'T HAVE ANY... 
STAYING POWER. 


EXT: De DATING GAME or.. Ss OF Dearie 


n { af 


/ Dear Bobs, 
X-FACTOR is one of my favorite 
comics, and | have continued to read 
it for one main reason — the kids! It is 
fun to see the adventures they have like 
the one in issue #22. I'm happy to see 
Boom-Bodm back. Finally, we get to see 
who The Rights leader is — as if we didn't 
know. Cameron Hodge is a crummy charac- 
ter and you should kill him off. I'm glad that 
the “Jean is Phoenix” storyline is over. | am 
still upset that the storyline about Madelyne 
isn't. The present story in THE” X-MEN 
shows a major tie-in is on the way. When are 
we going to see Death? In the upcomin, 
update of THE OFFICIAL HANDBOOK O} 
THE MARVEL UNIVERSE will Warren's file 
be under “Angel” or “Death”? 
Till Apocalypse joins Alpha Flight, Make 
Mine Marvel! 
G. Jeffrey Barrus 
228 Hager Street 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 


Well, G. Jeffrey, now that you've seen 
Death, we hope he lived upto your expec: 
tations! (Boy, does that sound Weird!) 
We're sorry to say that he didn’t make it 
in time for the MARVEL UNIVERSE UP- 
DATE. Maybe the UPDATE of the UP- 
DATE... 


Dear X-Folks, 

Wow, it's almost been two years since X- 
FACTOR #1 hit the newsstands! What a lot 
of changes have happened in those two 
years — ‘starting with the Beast being 
changed back into human form up to the 
death and reading of Angel's will. 

Issue #22 had a lot of action in it, starting 
with the attack of the robots and then finding 
out that Cameron Hodge was in charge of 
the destruction of X-Factor. Ever since the 
beginning, | never really liked that guy. | think 
that there are a few things that you guys 
should do and | also have a few questions to 
ask... 

Let's see more X-Factor/X-Terminatar ac- 
tion against some of the old X-Mens 
enemies or maybe even the new X-Men. Or 
maybe they could just meet them. 

(think you need new kids for X-Factor to 
train. | mean, let's get some more powerful 
kids in their place — not kids that have force 
fields around them or tan shake things. 
Whoopie! 

When is Scott or Jean going to meet 
Madelyne? And is Scott going to save his 
kid from the Marauders? 

Let's get this thing with Angel, or Death — 
whatever he's called these days — out in the 
air and not drag it on for who knows how 
many issues. 

Well, guys, in almost two years you've 
brought us from the happiness of Jean being 
reunited with Scott to the sadness of Angel's 
suicide. Let's keep up the good work and 
bring back the Alliance of Evil. Please! 

Dave Kessinger 
13 Heatherwood Drive 
Dillsburg, PA 17019 


With all of their present troubles, now 
you're wishing the Alliance of Evil on X- 


‘% MARVAL COMICS GROUP- 387 Park Avenue Bouth - New York, New York 10016 
Auanuon correspandenta Ufyou don’t want your Aull address printed. please be sure to tel! us po: 


Factor, Dave? Now, that’s not very nice, 
Is it? 


Dear Louise and Co., 

My congratulations on one of the best (s- 
sues of X-FACTOR to date. At a time when, 
unfortunately, the majority of Marvel's books 
leave me cold, this one is definitely a relief. | 
know that when I pick up X-FACTOR every 
month | won't be cringing like | am with so 
Many others at the bad handling of good 
Characters. When the book first came out, | 
was furious that Jean had been resurrected. 
To me, it seamed that all the drama, all the 
emotion, all the love, that X-MEN #137 had 
brought was cheaply trashed to bring Jean 
back and give Scott a new problem to cry 
about. Hank not blue and furry? Why? And 
had Bobby become afflicted with a disease 
tht regressed him to the immaturity of X- 
MEN #1? Sure seemed like it. Scott leaving 
Maddy was a slap in the face any way you 
look at it. It was a lousy thing to do. Do you 
realize that his son was never named? 

Enough. At least it's over. And somehow | 
think Jean sort of feels the same way | do— 
we don't understand what happened or why, 
but we'll stick around to see what comes 
next. 

Boom-Boom's back — yaaay! | don't know 
why, but I've come to really like the little 
terror. Rictor, too, although | didn't like him at 
first. The kids are very real to me, like | know 
them. | like to see them struggle with their 
powers and learn to use them bit by bit. The 
New Mutants, it seemed to me, just picked 
up the hang of their powers awtully quick. 

What I think | like best is the role of Scott 
and company as teachers — the way Protes- 
sor X was. The Beast got pushed around so 
much for so long that I'd swear the Professor 
hadn't taught him anything. Scott, too. Al- 
though his fight with Master Mold was more 
of what I'd like to see. And Bobby's hyped-up 
powes are great, but let him work for a while 
yet to control it, the way the kids have to. | 
can't wait to see how the Beast's powers get 
upped. Better give Caliban a pooster shot, 
too — he's too good a character to leave at 
home every mission. Oh, did | mention that 
the resurrection of Angel as Death is proba- 
bly the best move made with Warren since 
he was created? No? Well, | think it is. As a 
matter of fact, | think you've got a real winner 
on your hands. One that the industry has 
been kind of lacking lately. 

Make it work — because it deserves to 
work. You have breathed new life into heroes 
stale for years now. Thanks for that. 

Bill Murphy 
5404 Transit Road 
Depew, NY 14043 


And we've only just begun, Bill... 


Dear Louise, 

This letter is directed primarily towards 
you as the scripter of X-FACTOR, but it could 
apply to any number of comic writers today. | 
hope this doesn't end up sounding too 
prudish, but | am writing to complain about 
the dialogue in X-FACTOR. When | started 
to read comics as a teenager, one of the 
arguments that | used to persuade my par- 
ents that comics had redeeming qualities 


was that | was expanding my vocabulary by 
reading them. Some Marvel Comics charac- 
ters — notably Reed Richards and the Beast 
— were reknowned for the brobdingnagian 
words they would use. As the preceding sen- 
tence indicates, | myself started using a lot 
of the words that | first saw in comics. Alas, if 
| were in my formative years today | would 
be picking up words like “wanna,” and 
“gonna” and | would never use the word “to,” 
but would instead pronounée it as “ta.” It 
seems that the adult X-Factor members are 
generally presented as having good vocabu- 
laries, however the Beast is not as loqua- 
clous as he once was. My main gripe is 
directed against the way the teenagers in 
the group are scripted, for they are always 
speaking in slang. 

| can already’ guess what some of the 
rejoinders to my criticism will be. First, you 
are just trying to script the teenagers as real 
teenagers talk. Be that as it may, real teen- 
agers do not cause earthquakes or have 
impenetrable force-fields. Comics depict lite 
-a& it might be, not as it is. | doubt if there 
were many teenagers in the sixties with the 
speech patterns of Hank McCoy. Secondly. 
what does"it really matter? Are kids really 
going to emulate the speech patterns of 
comic:book characters? | don't feel qualified 
to give a definite answer, but | think that to 
some extent they do. | know that I did. 

In the final analysis, | do not really expect 
you to write each character as if he/she were 
an Oxford scholar. However, | do wish that 
you would — make Rictor and his young 
friends say “to” instead of “ta,” bring back 
the articulate Hank McCoy of old, perhaps 
depict one of the teenagers as starting to 
take after Hank in the way he talks. Who 
knows? Perhaps you will help to inspire a 
young Edwin Newman or William Buckley. 

Bill Farrand 
248 West Mill Road 
Long Valley, NJ 07853 


You have an extremely valid point, Bill, 
and one that we promise to be more 
aware of in the future. While we don't 
want to sacrifice any of our hard-earned 
realism we also don't want to ignore our 
responsibility — to our readers or our 
characters. Thanks for the help. 


X-People, 

X-FACTOR #23 — | love it! The original 
X-Men once more working as a team — 
reminds me of the old days. Cyke as the 
natural leader. The Beast cracking jokes. 
Iceman being cocky. And Jean being sexy, 
sweet, and clever. 

Now do me a favor or two— 

End the mutant-hunter aspect of the book. 
Exterminate the name “X-Terminators.” Spin 
the mutant kids off into their own title — 
*X-ADOLESCENTS.” Bring back the Ange! 
— he could be the team’s Wolverine. Espe- 
cially since he, too, had his anatomy toyed 
with. Id be mad, too. Put Scott and Jean 
back together and headed for the altar. Let 
them all live happily ever after. 

Nah, skip the last one — that would be too 
boring 

Lon Wolf 
2118 Ryan's Run East 
Maple Shade, NJ 08052 

Well, then, three out of five ain't bad, 
Lon. And we're working on a limited 
series as you read this featuring the kids, 
scripted by Weezle and penciled by 
POWER PACK penciler Jon Bogdanove, 
it! be a must for mutant maniacs 
everywhere! How's that for pleasing the 
customers? 


